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Figure 5. Time series from 10 island gauges (thin line) within 10° of the equator at which particularly
good agreement was found with T/P data (heavy line). The existence of so many examples such as this

argues that T/P is achieving accuracies at the 2-cm level for monthly mean heights in 4 x 1 cells, without
orbit adinstment
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TOPEX [Ducet et al. 2000]

Time-space separation of small-scale sea level height variability

(a) Total SSV 4ox10%1 month(S) (b) Short-term temporal variability o monin([$]40x10)
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=T ﬁsj“* atlon-mto state-of-the-art ocean models with resolution below 1°

: eqp1res S|m|Iar maps (under development) produced with regards to the

= true “daily:values of the model gridbox averages, i.e. based on variance

= estlmates-at the scales smaller than those currently resolved by the

= satellite altimetry; such estimates can be derived from power spectrum
parameterizations of sea surface height variability.
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